ROMANTICISM REVIEW

Open up your textbook to review “The Fall of the House of Usher” on pages 293-310 and complete the questions below.

Poe’s short story is littered with poetic lines that foreshadow Madeline’s death such as Roderick mentioning that “the lady, at least while living, would be seen no more” (300) and that he needed help for her “temporary entombment” (304). What other quotes can you find from the story that foreshadow Madeline’s demise and the overall theme of death in the story? What quotes can you find that are examples of other themes in the story?

	Madeline’s death
	“                                                                                              “(        )


	Overall Death
	“                                                                                            “ (         )


	Duality of Man

	“                                                                                            “ (         )

	Supernatural

	“                                                                                             “ (        )



Please answer the following questions inn complete sentences. 

1.) Describe the physical decay of the house juxtaposed against the moral decay of the family. 


2.) What’s the significance of the story/poem in the story? How does the poem set up the end of the story?


3.) Do you believe Roderick buried his sister on purpose? Why or why not?



4.) What happened to the home after Roderick died? What did the narrator witness?


5.) Given the description of the interior of the house, what clues does the writer give that the narrator is entering a world much different than the world outside?



Watch the following video at http://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/videos/the-gothic (there’s also a link on the website). Please summarize what the video said about each of the following categories. 

	Place and Time



	Power
	Sexual Power

	The Uncanny



	The Sublime
	Crisis
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Complete the chart for the narrator above. In the space below, draw a detailed picture of the House of Usher as described in the opening of the story. Use as many specific details as possible!
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RODERICK USHER NARRATOR

0: Other Characters' Comments

0: Other Characters' Comments

“Although, as boys, we had been even intimate associates,
yet | really knew little of my friend. His reserve had been
always excessive and habitual.”

S: Character's Speech S: Character's Speech

“In this unnerved, in this pitiable, condition, | feel that the
period will sooner or later arrive when | must abandon life
and reason together, in some struggle with the grim
phantasm, FEAR.”

== C: Physical Characteristics C: Physical Characteristics

“We sat down; and for some moments, while he spoke not,
| gazed upon him with a feeling half of pity, half of awe.
Surely, man had never before so terribly altered, in so
brief a period, as had Roderick Usher!"

A: Author's Attitude

The narrator mentions that Usher is convinced that his
family mansion had obtained a “dint of long sufferance”
over his spirit.

B A: Author's Attitude

R: Reader's Reaction R: Reader's Reaction

The way that Usher is described is creepy, and weird. He
thinks his house is making him sick, and he seems oddly
connected to his sister.
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