Documentary Project Assignment 

This documentary project will be about a topic that enhances your own understanding of the world in which we live as well as contributing to your audience’s knowledge and understanding. You will conduct  "research" (fact-finding, conducting interviews, seeking out original photographs and film clips, re-creating situations and environments, manipulating texts and images) which will enable you to create a documentary that adopts an angle that is new, interesting, and refreshing to your audience. 

Here is what you will do:

· You will conduct "research" that consists of conventional library and online research plus artifact finding, interviews, observations, original photography, film clips, etc.  This research will become the essence of your project.  Your goal is to end up with much more material than you will use in the final project.   

· Your project must include “original” documented material, including one or more of the following: 

· original photographs and/or created images 

· interviews with key players in the story you are telling;  the texts from these interviews (direct quotations and paraphrases) would be incorporated extensively into your project.  

· a significant amount of original written text generated by you.  This text should be carefully and purposefully crafted.  

· The final project must be in a form that can be “distributed” to an audience – a web site, a CD or DVD. I suggest that you use Movie Maker or Sony Movie software for your production.
· Your project must conclude with a short reflection that discusses your process of creating this text.  This should enhance your audience’s understanding of the project as well as help my assessment of your project. This reflection need not be a part of the actual documentary, although it could be.  It can exist as a separate, reflective text.  You will receive more direction on this part of the assignment later in the assignment. 
· Collaborative projects (two students per team) are encouraged but not required.  Except in extreme cases, both students will receive the same grades on all elements of the project. You will be given a Documentary Rubric that will be used to grade the projects.
Choosing a Topic

The object of this assignment is for you to learn about a topic and form a definite opinion, and then teach others why you have formulated that opinion.  Your method of teaching will be the documentary.  Therefore you will choose a topic that you would like to learn more about and that you are willing to invest time and intellectual energy in.  Your topic should be “available to rhetoric”; that is, you should be able to influence thought and/or action through documenting it. 
Before deciding on a topic, you should be able to answer these questions.

· Why would this topic make a good documentary?

· What questions would you like this documentary to answer?

· Who would you interview for this documentary?

· What do you want the documentary to be about?
Timeline

	May 14
	topic, provisional thesis, and list of specific sources turned in(one page typed)

	May 28 : 
	documentary proposal due 

	June 7-11: 
	presentations of documentary projects to class


Suggested Documentary Project Topics

If you're having trouble coming up with a topic, here are some to choose from: 

· in-home health care 

· cost of prescription medications 

· airport security 

· wireless telephones 

· precision bombing 

· human memory 

· child care for working mothers 

· flexible scheduling 

· health issues like breast cancer, heart disease 

· emergency contraception (Plan B) 

· child care for working fathers 

· health issues like prostate and colon cancer 

· occupational choice 

· steroid use 

· domestic partnerships 

· the fattening of America 

· discrimination based on sexual orientation 

· voting machines and hanging chads 

· a human sense - hearing, sight, touch, taste, smell 

· why music makes us feel happy or sad 

· why skin wrinkles — on people and apple 

· how children learn language 

· slave labor 

· pandemics 

· the color blue 

· the environment (global or local) 

· national holidays 

· school uniforms 

· bi-lingual education 

· access to services and participatory democracy for immigrants 

· health issues like hypertension and sickle-cell anemia or Tay-Sacks disease 

· reparations for slavery, internment 

· affirmative action 

· overt discrimination in education, the workplace 

· mental health care 

· independent living opportunities for the disabled 

· discrimination against the disabled 

· how digital watches work 

· health services for the poor 

· public transportation 

· vocational education and training 

· lead poisoning 
Documentary Proposal Assignment 

You must submit a descriptive proposal for your documentary project. Proposals must include the following:

· Statement of Position including an analysis of the topic with documented support (1 page)
· General description of the project, including a list of the materials and equipment you will need and a projected timeline for data collecting (library research, filming, photographing, interviewing, etc.), producing and editing your documentary (2 pages)

· Analysis of targeted audience for the project – we will talk about this in class (1-2 pages) 
