DEAD POETS SOCIETY  TIMED WRITING

OVERARCHING QUESTION: How will the artists, writers, musicians, animators, directors, and storytellers affect and impact society through their respective crafts? 

In the movie, Dead Poet’s Society, Robin Williams tells his students, “We do not read and write poetry because its cute; we read and write poetry because we are members of the human race…and the human race is filled with passion… poetry, beauty, romance, love-these are what we stay alive for”. 

PART ONE: What does he mean by this? How do these intangible things define our existence?

Later, he quotes a passage from Walt Whitman’s poem, “O Me, O Life”:

O me! O life!... of the questions of these recurring; of the endless trains of the faithless... of cities filled with the foolish; what good amid these, O me, O life?' Answer. That you are here — that life exists, and identity; that the powerful play goes on and you may contribute a verse. That the powerful play goes on and you may contribute a verse. 

PART TWO:  Actually answer the question. What will your “verse” be? What contribution to life do you hope to make through your art?
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