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Course Overview

Since learning to write is best fostered by reading, reflecting, and writing about serious issues, the course is designed to extend the students’ existing abilities to interpret and analyze a wide range of texts, to write and revise sustained arguments, to carry out independent research (how to research; how to find information; how to evaluate websites, search engines, databases, web pages, and individual experts; how to use MLA or APA documentation; how to use problem-solving models; how to use secondary and primary sources; and, finally, how to synthesize all this information into a thesis for a researched argument paper), and to integrate multiple sources into essays.  Since good writing is the clear and organized translation of ideas into language, and critical reading is the essential key to unlocking the power of language, textual analysis will be the primary sharpening stone for students’ critical thinking skills. 

Writing skills proceed from an awareness of the composing process, the way writers explore ideas, reconsider strategies, and revise; therefore, students will be asked to write essays and revisions that progress through several stages. These stages will include explicit instructions in syntactic multiplicity, sentence variety and construction, using context clues to determine unknown vocabulary, and a combination of generic and specific details. In addition, our class will continually reference rhetorical strategies (tone, voice, diction, sentence structure, figurative language) and how the author is using those strategies to affect the reader. Both the assigned reading and writing will make students more aware of the interactions among purpose, audience, and subject as well as the way in which conventions and language contribute to effective writing.  Students will demonstrate that they have mastered a variety of rhetorical strategies. The course objectives are constructed in accordance with the guidelines described in the AP English Course Description published by the College Board.

We will read and analyze a variety of college-level texts.  Each text is chosen for its literary and rhetorical merit and may include material that is mature in nature.  If a student or guardian requests an alternative text, he or she must arrange a teacher conference for work that maintains the integrity of the unit's objectives.

Student Evaluation
Grades will be based on a cumulative point system.  Students are assessed on major assignments such as out-of-class papers, timed writings, student-led discussions, grammar exercises, annotated readings, practice on multiple-choice questions based on reading passages, reading tests and quizzes, informal writings, oral presentations, and class participation.  Each graded assignment or activity is assigned a certain number of points based on its complexity and overall importance to the objectives of the course.  The following grade scale will be used:


93-100: A
90-92: A-

87-89: B+
83-86: B

80-82: B-

77-79: C+

73:76: C
70-72: C-

Below 70: F

How will I be graded?

	Homework 
	Article of the week, Independent reading projects, outside annotations/tasks
	20%

	Classwork 
	Binder check and in-class activities
	30%

	Assessments 
	Essays, quizzes, projects
	40%

	Participation 
	Class discussions, focus, etc. 
	10%


Students will always submit their original and major assignments through www.turnitin.com when essays are not timed in class. Students may check their grades and comments on the website. Comments will focus on critical thinking and use of textual evidence, syntax variety that is clear and express their ideas elegantly and persuasively. Throughout the writing process, students will receive models of writing, practice with the teacher and their partners, and receive ongoing and frequent feedback, through rough drafts and student-teacher conference.

General Course Outline: We will be focusing on the three types of writing that appear on the AP Language and Composition exam: argument, synthesis, and rhetorical analysis. The list below can change, several supplemental essays, speeches, artwork, and other materials will also be used during the course of study. There will be 3 independent reading assignments.
Course Plan

The following is an outline for the required reading and writing assignments for this year.  Additional articles may be added time permitting. All writing must be completed according to the Modern Language Association (MLA) style: this includes in text citation and a works cited page at the end of every essay. Additional assignments may be added to supplement the course work.  Furthermore, lessons on styling sentences, grammar, and vocabulary will be used throughout each unit to improve reading and writing skills. The course outline is subject to change at any time. 

SEMESTER 1 (FALL)

Unit 1 | Summer Reading

· The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho
· Freakanomics by Dubner and Levitt
· The Poetics by Aristotle

Unit 2 | American Beginnings (Rationalism) 

· From Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, An American Slave by Frederick Douglass
· From The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano by Olaudah Equiano
· David Walker’s Appeal in Four Articles, Together with a Preamble, to the Coloured Citizens of the World by David Walker
· The Declaration of Independence by Benjamin Franklin
· Speech in the Virginia Convention by Patrick Henry

Unit 3 | Fear and Control (Puritanism)

· The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne (Independent Reading #1) 
· The Crucible by Arthur Miller
· From Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God by Jonathan Edwards
Unit 4 | Romanticism, Transcendentalism, and Existentialism

· The Raven and Fall of the House of Usher  by Edgar Allan Poe
· The Fall of the House of Usher by Edgar Allan Poe
· From Civil Disobedience by Ralph Waldo Emerson
· From Walden Pond by Henry David Thoreau
· The Metamorphosis and Letters to My Father  by Franz Kafka
· The Stranger by Albert Camus
*Independent Reading Choice #2 to be completed over winter break (list TBD and counted in S2 grade)

SEMESTER 2 (SPRING) 

Unit 1 | Ethics 

· In Cold Blood by Truman Capote
· From On Truman Capote by Harold Bloom
Unit 2 | Gender in America 

· Black Men in Public Spaces by Brent Staples

· The Myth of the Latin Woman by Judith Ortiz Cofer

· Letters by John and Abigail Adams

· “I Want a Wife” by Judy Brady

· “The Yellow Wallpaper” by Charlotte Perkins Gilman

· “Why Boys Don’t Play with Dolls” by Katha Pollitt

· Poetry: “Barbie Doll” Marge Piercy

· + visual texts


Unit 3 | Satire and Humerous Writing

· “A Modest Proposal” by Jonathan Swift

·  “Me Talk Pretty One Day” by David Sedaris

· “All-Consuming Patriotism” by Ian Frazier

· “The Singer Solution to World Poverty” by Peter Singer

· Independent Reading # 3 TBD


Unit 4| Banned Books/Technology 

· Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury

· “Why Liberty Suffers in Wartime” by Declan McCullagh 

· “We Should Relinquish Some Liberty in Exchange for Security” by Mona Charen

· “Privacy, Civil Rights Infringements Multiply after Sept. 11” Editorial 

· “TV’s Anti-Families: Married …with Malaise” by Josh Ozersky

· from Amusing Ourselves to Death by Neil Postman

*Pause for SBAC testing

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY

There will be absolutely no tolerance for cheating or plagiarism on ANY assignment. Such behavior will result in failure for that particular assignment as well as disciplinary action. All formal assignments must be submitted using turnitin.com, where the student’s work will be assessed by a large online database.  

Plagiarism is any intentional representation of another’s ideas, words, or work as one’s own. Plagiarism includes the misuse of published materials, electronic material, and/or the work of other students. The original writer who intentionally shares his/her paper for another to copy, without permission of the teacher, is also engaged in plagiarism.

If any student submits a plagiarized assignment, the student risks earning an “F” on the assignment with no make-up permitted, detention, referral to the assistant principal, contact with parent/guardian, individual academic contract, being dropped from the class with no credit, suspension from school, and removal from leadership positions .

Course Supplies/Materials

To be consistently organized and successful in this class, the following is necessary
· Blue or black pens

·  2 different colored highlighters

· Loose leaf paper
· 1.5-2”  binder to hold graded assignments and handouts and dividers
Classroom Rules

The rules for this classroom are very simple:

RESPECT YOURSELF! 

Participate. Be responsible for your own work. Try your best. Stay organized and prepared. Seek help when needed.

RESPECT THE TEACHER. 

Arrive on time. Follow instructions. Complete work on time. Maintain high behavior expectations for yourself.

RESPECT EACH OTHER.

Treat others as you want to be treated. Pull your weight in projects. Stay focused and attentive when others are speaking. Respect your peers’ rights,  beliefs, and opinions. 

RESPECT THIS PLACE. 

Keep your work area free of trash and debris. No food or drink other than water in the classroom.

Responsible Use of Technology

Technology devices are only permitted when stated by the teacher. Personal devices (i.e. earbuds, phones, laptops) should be placed out of sight during class. Failure to comply may result in confiscation until retrieved by a parent/guardian. 
Food/Drink

Only healthy snacks (no Cheetos!) are permitted inside the classroom with the exception of  snacks for special events/incentives. If you are bringing water or a sports drink, please make sure it comes with a lid. 
______________________________________________________________________________________
Dear Parents and Family Members, 

My name is Ms. Engelbert, and I will be your student’s AP Language teacher. Attached is my syllabus. It contains all elements of succeeding in the course: 

· Course Description

· Grading Policies

· Classroom Expectations

· Necessary Course Materials 
· Students must bring a 1 inch binder & 
a pack of binder dividers by Monday, 8/27.

Please review all listed information and contact us if you have any questions or concerns. It is very important to me that students’ families are involved in their education. I understand that you are extremely busy with other commitments, so I feel it is my responsibility to contact and update you regarding your student’s success. If I believe that any of my students are in need of extra support from you, I will be sure to touch base. Do not ever hesitate to contact us if you have questions or concerns. If your student fails, I feel that we have also failed. 

Attendance and punctuality are keys for success throughout life. If students are consistently absent or late to class, their learning and overall grade will inevitably suffer. Understandably, there are times when a student may have an excused absence (e.g. doctor’s appointment). In this case, clear their absence with the Attendance Office as soon as possible. If the absence remains unexcused, your student will not be able to make up assignments. 

Please sign below once you have reviewed the syllabus. 


I have read and understand the class expectations and grading policies for this English 11 AP Lang class. I further agree to support my student at home knowing what is expected of him/her. 

Student Name: _________________________________    Signature:____________________________________________

Student E-mail: _______________________________________________

Parent/Family Member Name: __________________________________________________

Parent/Family Member Signature: _______________________________________________

Parent/Family Member E-mail: __________________________________________________

Contact Phone Number: _________________________________

Preferred Language: ___________________________________


Date: _______________________

Queridos padres y miembros de familia,

Mi nombre es Sra. Engelbert,  y yo seré la profesora de Inglés de su estudiante. Adjunto es mi plan de estudios; contiene todos los elementos de éxito en mi curso. 

· Descripción del curso

· Políticas de calificación

· Expectativas de la clase 

· Materiales del curso necesarios 

Por favor revise toda la información y contáctame si usted tiene cualquier pregunta o preocupación. Es muy importante para mí que las familias de los estudiantes esten involucrados en su educación. Entiendo que usted está muy ocupado con otros compromisos, por lo que siento que es mi responsabilidad de contactarlo y ponerle al día sobre el éxito de su estudiante. Si yo creo que alguno de mis estudiantes del duodécimo año necesitan de apoyo adicional de usted, me aseguraré de hacerle saber. Nunca dude en ponerse en contacto conmigo si tiene alguna pregunta o inquietud. Si su estudiante ha fallado, siento que yo también he fallado.

La asistencia y la puntualidad son claves para el éxito durante toda la vida. Si los estudiantes son consistemente ausente o tarde a clase, su grado general y de aprendizaje inevitablemente sufren. Comprensiblemente, hay momentos en que un estudiante puede tener una ausencia justificada (por ejemplo, una cita con el doctor). En este caso, puede discutir la ausencia con la Oficina de Asistencia lo mas pronto posible. Si la ausencia se mantiene sin excusa, el estudiante no será capaz de compensar las tareas perdidas.

Por favor firme abajo una vez que haya revisado el plan de estudios. 

He leido y entendido las expectativas de la clase y las políticas de clasificacion para la clase de Inglés 11 AP de la Sra. Engelbert. Estoy de acuerdo para apoyar a mi hijo en casa sabiendo lo que se espera de él / ella.

Nombre del estudiante: __________________________________________________________________________

Correo electronico del estudiante: _________________________________________________________________

Nombre del padre/miembro de familia:_____________________________________________________________

Firma del padre/miembro de familia:_______________________________________________________________

Correo electronico del padre/miembro de familia:_____________________________________________________

Teléfono de contacto:____________________________________________________________________________

Idioma preferido:_______________________________________________________________________________

Date; ______________________________
Late Work: As this class is intended to prepare you for college, homework and class work is not accepted after the due date. No exceptions. All in-class work is stamped to show completion. Without a stamp, assignments are worth zero credit.  Essays can be resubmitted for re-grades before the next essay is assigned. 


Absent: Being absent is never an excuse to fall behind. All assignments are posted on class website. Check the website when absent. Habitual tardies/absences will negatively affect your grade and learning. If absent, you remain responsible for taking assessments upon your return. 











